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Certification of grants and returns 2011/12
Headlines

troduction u.:...,n This report summarises the results of work on the certification of the Council’s 2011/12 grant claims and returns.
| background -
, : = For2011/12 we certified:

— Four grants and returns with a total value of £93.8m

| Certification results We issued unqualified certificates for three grants and returns but qualification was necessary in one case.

arrangements

Page 3
= Our initial testing on the Housing Benefit & Council Tax Benefit Claim identified one case where the claimant had been underpaid.
Additional testing was undertaken and no further errors were identified; and
= No similar errors were identified in the previous year's audit.
| Audit adjustments No adjustments were necessary to the Council’s grants and returns as a result of our certification work this year. Page 3
.w:m Oo::nm._.w,_ The Council has good arrangements for preparing its grants and returns and supporting our certification work -
| Fees The fee for the certification of grants and returns is £25,444 (2010/11 £26,080) Page 4
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Certification of grants and returns 2011/12
Summary of certification work outcomes

Overall, we certified four We set out below a summary of the key outcomes from our certification work on the Council’s 2011/12 grants and returns, showing where either

Grante andiretorie: audit amendments were made as a result of our work or where we had to qualify our audit certificate.

A qualification means that we identified issues concerning the Council’s compliance with a scheme's requirements that could not be resolved

m Three were unqualified through adjustment. In these circumstances, it is likely that the relevant grant paying body will require further information from the Council to

with no amendment; satisfy itself that the full amounts of grant claimed are appropriate.
m Onerequired a » ; g -
lificati di Comments Qualified Significant Minor Unqualified
qualification to our audit below certificate adjustment adjustment certificate
certificate but with no

amendment Housing Benefits and Council °

Tax Benefit claim

Detailed comments are Pooling of Capital Housing

provided. Receipts

Housing Benefit Subsidy

National Non Domestic Rates

- Q90 @

Ref Summary observations

Amendment

° Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefits claims £0

m Testing of the initial sample identified one case where the benefit had been underpaid as a result of the claimant
requesting the incorrect start date for the benefit. The claimant requested the benefit to start the day after they had
actually moved into the property. As there is no eligibility to subsidy for benefit which has not been paid, the
underpayment identified does not result in an amendment to the claim.

= As the error arose due to the claimant requesting the incorrect start date (which could have resulted in an
overpayment as well as an underpayment) we tested an additional random sample of cases . No further
underpayments or overpayments were identified.

m This is the first year we have identified an error of this nature.
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Certification of grants and returns 2011/12
Fees

Breakdown of certification fees 2011/12

Our overall fee for the

National Non Breakdown of fee by grant/return
certification of grants and g anmw:momwmﬂmm. 2011112(8) 2010111 (£)
returns is in line with last bt e Housing Benefit & Council Tax Benefit 21,107 17,980
years fee. Pooling of , Pooling of Capital Housing Receipts 1,053 1,240
Capital Housing Housing Subsidy 1,297 1,828
Receipts, £1,053 . .
National Non Domestic Rates 1,987 2,004
Housing Subsidy Base Data return - 1,785
Grant Disabled Facilities grant - 1,244
Total fee 25,444 26,081

Housing Benefit
& Council Tax
Benefit, £21,107

Our initial estimated fees for certifying 2011/12 grants and returns was £23,050. The actual fee of £25,444 that was charged was £2,394 higher
than the estimate as a result of additional detailed audit testing that was needed on the Housing Benefit & Council Tax Benefit claim. The total
final fee was close to the initial estimate and is below the final fee for 2010/2011.
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