Cheltenham’s night-time economy wins
national award
Cheltenham’s night-time economy has won a national award recognising it as one of the best in the
country.
The town’s night-time economy was nominated for a new annual Purple Flag award which highlights
the best town or city to be assessed in the previous 12 months in each of the five core themes
forming the Purple Flag assessment. Cheltenham was nominated under the ‘appeal’ category that
recognises successful destinations that offer a vibrant choice of leisure and entertainment for a
diversity of ages, groups, lifestyles and cultures.
At the award ceremony on Wednesday 26 June in London, Cheltenham was announced as the
winner of the ‘Best in Appeal’ national award for 2019.
Sarah Walker, ATCM Purple Flag Programme Manager, said in relation to Cheltenham’s night-time
economy:
“The parts that really stood out in Cheltenham’s Purple Flag submission under the appeal agenda
were its extensive range of eateries with a diverse food offer and accommodation in the area, a good
variety of pubs and bars, many with live music, late night venues suitable for all ages, good use by
public of outside spaces, that were well lit at night with public buildings flood lit at night highlighting
the architecture around the town and strong early evening offer again suitable for all ages.”
Cheltenham’s night-time economy has retained its Purple Flag status since 2016.
This was the first year that the Purple Flag awards were awarded to night-time economies that
surpassed the standards of excellence in managing the evening and night-time economy.
Councillor Andrew McKinlay, Cabinet Member, Development & Safety commented:
“I am hugely proud of Cheltenham for winning this national award. The award recognises
Cheltenham’s night-time economy as a destination with a vibrant leisure and entertainment offering
for a diversity of ages, groups, lifestyles and cultures.
“The national award would not have been possible without the input and support from our partners
who worked with us to retain the town’s Purple Flag status that contributed to the national award. I
would like to personally express my thanks to these partners.”
Kevan Blackadder, Director of Cheltenham BID, said:
“I’m delighted that this award has been given to Cheltenham. Our night-time economy businesses
have played a big part in making the town both a great place and a safe place for a night out.”
Colin Pilsworth, Cheltenham Safe Co-ordinator, said:
“This award is testament to Cheltenham’s fantastic evening and night-time offer which has now
been nationally recognised. This is the result of the support and collaboration of the businesses, the
statutory and voluntary partners who work so hard to make Cheltenham inviting and safe”.

Notes
About Purple Flag
The Purple Flag programme was developed following the Civic Trust’s “Night Vision” report in 2006,
and is now managed by the Association of Town & City Management.
Purple Flag is:
•

•
•
•

An accreditation process similar to Green Flag Award for parks and Blue Flag for beaches. It
leads to Purple Flag status for town centres that meet or surpass the standards of excellence in
managing the evening and night-time economy.
A comprehensive set of standards, management processes and good practice examples
designed to help transform town and city centres at night.
A research, training and development programme, to help towns and cities improve their
evening and night-time economy.
A positive initiative that indicates an entertaining, diverse, safe and enjoyable night out.

Following an all-night assessment of the town by visiting independent assessors on a weekend in
December 2018, Cheltenham successfully retained its Purple Flag – awarded in recognition of an
evening and night-time economy which is appealing, welcoming and safe.
Purple Flag accreditation is an annual award and having successfully applied for accreditation for the
first time in 2016, Cheltenham had to demonstrate a continuing commitment to developing and
maintaining a safe evening and night-time economy (ENTE) which appeals to all.

