Overview and Scrutiny Committee

29 October 2018

Member Questions (1 in total)

1.

Question from Councillor David Willingham to Chair of Overview and Scrutiny

Will Gloucestershire County Council agree to review the timing and sequencing of the
traffic lights at the junction of B4633 Gloucester Road with A4019 Tewkesbury Road,
so that traffic from Gloucester Road gets longer than 15 seconds of green light time
(compared to Tewkesbury Road which seems to get 105 seconds of green light time)?

Response from Chair of Overview and Scrutiny

The traffic data being collected and analysed by GCC will determine any interventions
necessary. GCC always made it clear that this phase of the Transport Plan would take
time to bed-in and consequently it would take several months in order to establish a
full picture.

| believe that minor changes have been made to certain lights where early indications
identified challenges.

My understanding is that significant changes to junctions would require the trial to be
restarted ie the 6 month clock to be re-set at zero. The County Council is already
looking into a long term plan for the A4019 corridor as it is currently congested (with or
without a Boots restriction) and needs a plan for how we improve the traffic signals,
possible looking to remove some signals and how we get the best out of public
transport access into the town centre from the Northwest of Cheltenham.
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necessary. GCC always made it clear that this phase of the Transport Plan would take
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identified challenges.

My understanding is that significant changes to junctions would require the trial to be
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Response from Chair of Overview and Scrutiny

The need for sets of traffic lights to communicate with each other has been noted for
some time. There are several instances in the town where traffic lights are in close
proximity but on independent timings and software that precludes them “talking” to
each other. | believe that GCC are exploring what possible interventions might be
achievable. GCC is looking at a long term investment plan for improving traffic signals
systems both in Cheltenham and Gloucester given the age of the equipment as well
as future predicted traffic growth.




Question from Councillor David Willingham to Chair of Overview and Scrutiny

| have been contacted by a constituent who is concerned that BT Openreach are
failing to provide high-speed fibre broadband to areas that are predominantly social
housing. Noting that Overview and Scrutiny has previously looked at issues
associated with broadband, would the committee be willing to take another look at this
to investigate whether there is socio-economic exclusion in this provision, and whether
the council can act to tackle this?

Response from the Chair of Overview and Scrutiny

| shall take this issue to the next Chair’s Briefing of Overview and Scrutiny for to
consider adding to the workplan




