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Chief Executive’s Report

 Decision Log: Details of decisions are now included in the report rather than 
Panel members having to seek them out on the OPCC website. However 
some that were not considered to be in the public interest or commercially 
sensitive were omitted from the table. It was agreed that in future these 
should be available on pink papers.

 Complaints to the PCC: The number of complaints is beginning to rise and is 
11% higher than in the same period last year. Data for this year to date show 
that 11% of complaints were from Cheltenham but they were fairly evenly 
spread over a number of categories.

 Crime: Crime is beginning to rise within Gloucestershire and across the 
country as a whole. However, within the Most Similar Group of Police Forces, 
Gloucestershire is performing well. Within the six districts, Cheltenham has 
significantly the highest crime figures with car crime up 55%.

 Commissioner’s Fund: Applications for small grants (£5000 max) closed at 
the end of September. 24 applications were received of which 17% were from 
Cheltenham. The deadline for larger grants was 31st October.

 Court Estate: The Commissioner is offering land adjacent to Waterwells as a 
site for a new magistrates and crown court. Both of the existing courts are 
considered to be not fit for modern day purposes.

 Police Pay: The Commissioner has decided in the interest of fairness that all 
staff in the police service will receive the same increase as that announced by 
Government to uniformed officers (1% increase to basic pay and 1% non-
consolidated bonus).

 Independent Custody Visits: A recruitment drive has increased the number of 
volunteers from six to thirteen. Visits are unannounced but data show that 
visits are only happening during the daytime working week and this needs to 
be addressed. 

 Recruitment of Chief Constable: Currently underway. The panel will need to 
meet to ratify (or not) the appointment in due course.

“The Compassionate Approach”

This item focussed the environmental footprint of the Constabulary and its 
compassionate approach to animals. Electric vehicles were being introduced where 
they were feasible in relation to the work of the police and this had resulted in the 
75% reduction in costs. Solar panels on Prism House will pay from themselves within 
6½ years. An Environmental Risk Register and an Environmental Footprint Audit 
have been set up. Good quality care of horses and dogs is rigorously maintained. 

Other Agenda Items

Other agenda items were the regular Police and Crime Plan Highlight Report and 
verbal updates on Child Protection and the reorganisation of the Force Control 
Room. Unfortunately I had to leave the meeting to attend a funeral before these 
items were discussed.

Cllr Helena McCloskey


