Appendix J
THE RULES RELATING TO THE ORDER OF PRECEDENCE OF MEMBERS

1.

The Chief Executive (or the Monitoring Officer on his or her behalf) will maintain a list of
all members showing their precedence in terms of:


their service on Cheltenham Borough Council,

and this list will be referred to as “The Order of Precedence”. It is only of relevance in the
determination of the succession of the posts of Mayor and Deputy Mayor.
2.

To be eligible for consideration as Mayor a member must have had a minimum of four
years service prior to taking up office.

3.

To be eligible for consideration as Deputy Mayor a member must have had a minimum of
three years service prior to taking up office.

4.

The Deputy Mayor appointed to serve as such in a particular municipal year will be
elected Mayor for the following municipal year provided he or she is willing, and remains
eligible, to accept that office.

5.

If the Deputy Mayor is unwilling or ineligible to accept nomination as Mayor, the
nomination will be offered by the Chief Executive, following consultation with the
Monitoring Officer, to members in accordance with The Order of Precedence until a
member is able to accept the nomination.

6.

Not later than 31st December in any year the Chief Executive (or the Monitoring Officer
on his or her behalf) will approach the member at the head of The Order of Precedence
(other than the Deputy Mayor) to ascertain if he or she is willing to accept nomination as
Deputy Mayor for the next municipal year.

7.

If the member approached by, or on behalf of, the Chief Executive is unwilling or unable
to accept the nomination, the Chief Executive (or the Monitoring Officer on his or her
behalf) will approach members in accordance with The Order of Precedence until a
member is able to accept the nomination.
The Chief Executive will inform the Council of the member’s willingness to accept
nomination at its first ordinary meeting in the new calendar year.

8

The fact that a member approached by, or on behalf of, the Chief Executive is unwilling
or unable to accept nomination as Deputy Mayor for a particular municipal year, shall not
prevent that member being approached again in accordance with The Order of
Precedence.

9.

Where members have equal periods of service, a member with unbroken service on
Cheltenham Borough Council will take precedence over a member with broken service.

10

Members who have served the borough as Mayor will be moved to the bottom of the
Order of Precedence and will only be considered for selection if no other member is
interested in taking on the position of Deputy Mayor/Mayor or is eligible to do so.
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11.

The precedence between members who notwithstanding paragraph 9 have equal periods
of service on Cheltenham Borough Council shall be decided by lot conducted prior to the
first ordinary meeting of the Council following municipal elections.

12.

Any questions arising as to the application of these rules shall be determined by the
Chief Executive, following consultation with the Monitoring Officer, and in consultation
with the Group Leaders.

Last updated 02/11/17
Page 2 of 2

